Natural History of Saphenous Vein Grafts.
Aortocoronary saphenous vein graft is an effective treatment of coronary artery disease and a means of markedly improving long-term prognosis in certain patient subgroups. However, there is a significant failure rate with these conduits. Early failure occurs within the first 1-2 months, most likely from primary thrombosis. Intermediate failure is usually caused by the development of neointimal hyperplasia. Late failure occurs after 3-5 years and results from accelerated atherosclerosis. The impact of saphenous vein graft failure on cardiovascular outcomes is significant, and it is important to implement appropriate therapeutic strategies to prevent or minimize failure rates.